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Currently...
3.10. – 7.1.11  Monet –Warhol, an extraordinary exhibition of modern fine arts lent 

by Vienna’s Albertina museum, at the Trade Fair Palace.                     www.ngprague.cz

4.11. – 31.1.11  PLAY – the world premiere of the interactive exhibition (a continuation of the successful Orbis pictus 

project) is accompanied by an international festival. Mánes Exhibition Hall, Prague 1. www.orbis-pictus.com

4.11. – 6.2. Royal Marriage (Elisabeth of Bohemia and John of Luxembourg, 1310),

an exhibition to mark the anniversary of the Luxembourg Dynasty’s accession to the Czech throne, 

at the Stone Bell House on the Old Town Square.                      www.ghmp.cz

9.11. Karel Gott & Eva Urbanová – Tour 2010 – the joint concert of the legend of Czech pop 

and the celebrated opera diva will take place at Prague’s Lucerna. www.lucpra.com 

11. – 14.11. Antique 2010 – the autumn component of the antiques fair 

will be held in the premises of the New Town Hall. www.asociace.com 

20.11. Polar Bears’ Birthday – the whole of November is dedicated to these magnificent animals at Prague Zoo, 

which has recently been revamped and is worth visiting any time of the year. www.zoopraha.cz 

26.11. – 10.4.11  Karel Škréta (1610-1674): His Times and Work – a retrospective exhibition of the work of one of 

the most significant Czech painters, at the Prague Castle Riding School.     www.kulturanahrade.cz

27.11. – 3.1.11  Christmas exhibition in the Bethlehem Chapel – a display of traditional products and crafts, 

Czech needlework, pastries, biscuits, articles from wood, paper (purchase possibilities). www.vanocnivystava.cz 

2.12.  Pietro e Lucia – the world premiere of the rock opera about ill-fated love. 

The performance within the international project will be taking place at Prague’s Tesla Arena. www.petralucie.cz 

14.12. The Harlem Gospel Singers Show, Touching Spirit – the original gospel choir is returning to Prague; 

the performance will take place at the Congress Centre.   www.ticket-art.cz 
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PREMIERE IN NOVEMBER 2010

ENGLISH SUBTITLES

WWW.HDK.CZ          Křižíkova 10, Praha 8, tel.: +420 221 868 666

OTHER REPERTOIRE: CARMEN • POLSKÁ KREV (POLISH 
BLOOD) • PRODUCENTI (THE PRODUCERS)
• ČARDÁŠOVÁ PRINCEZNA (THE GIPSY PRINCESS)
• NOC NA KARLŠTEJNĚ

FULL ON AND ALWAYS LIVE
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until 2.1. 11   Decadence Now! Visions of Excess – the exhibition presents contemporary 

artists and their works – paintings, sculptures, photographs and videos – in five chapters. 

An independent installation, “Room No.13”, shows the current decadent trends in fashion, 

design and photography. The exhibition is accompanied by films and theatre performances, 

music festivals, concerts, lectures, discussions, and you can also browse publications. Rudolfinum 

Gallery (exhibition) and the Museum of Decorative Arts (Room No. 13) www.decadencenow.cz

until 10.1.11 Beatlemania! – an exhibition at the Czech Museum of Music mapping the history 

of the most famous pop group of all time and its individual members, alongside the life of teenagers 

in the then Czechoslovakia.  www.nm.cz 

10. – 13.2. Holidayworld – the 20th edition of the Central European tourism fair, 

held at the Exhibition Grounds in Holešovice.                   www.holidayworld.cz 

 ◗  First settlement: 30000 B.C.

◗   First inhabitants documented in writing: 

ca 500 B.C. (Celts).

◗  Arrival of the Slavs: beginning 

of the 6th century A.D.

◗  First formation of government: Samo´s Empire: 

1st half of the 7th century.

◗  Přemyslid Prince Bořivoj adopts Christianity: 880.

◗  First Czech King: Vratislav II. - 1085.

◗   Czech King Charles IV becomes Holy Roman 

Emperor: 1355.

◗  The Habsburgs take over the Czech crown: 

16th century.

◗  Establishment of independent Czechoslovakia: 

28.10.1918, first president – T. G. Masaryk.

◗   Establishment of the Czech Republic: 1.1.1993, 

first president – Václav Havel.

◗  The Czech Republic has been a member of the 

European Union since 1.5.2004.

History of the Czech Republic: Basic dates
◗  During the lead-up to Christmas a host of concerts, 

primarily in churches and historical buildings, take 

place in Prague. Extremely popular are performances 

of the original 17th century Czech Christmas Mass 

by Jan Jakub Ryba. Every year, an open-air concert of 

this composition performed by soloists of State Opera 

Prague and the National Theatre is held on Christmas 

Eve at 9 p.m. on Old Town Square. 

Did you know that...
◗  The first inhabitants of Prague settled in the areas 

of Vyšehrad, Old Town Square and Hradčany. 

This triangle delimitated the future city. 

Over the centuries, individual Prague towns devel-

oped and were administered separately. 

◗  The Royal Capital City of Prague originated in 1784 

following the establishment of a common adminis-

tration and representation of four, originally inde-

pendent Prague towns: the Old Town, the New Town, 

the Lesser Side and the Castle District. 

◗  The tittle Hundred-spired Prague comes from 

the beginning of 19th century, when Professor 

Bolzano from Charles University counted 103 

towers in Prague. The name “Golden Prague” 

is from the end of 19th  century – an era when 

Prague councilmen and artists were trying 

to promote Czechs and Prague in the Austro-

Hungarian empire.
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Prague Castle District  

Prague Castle is the most significant Prague 

landmark. The castle complex has a UNESCO world 

cultural heritage listing and is considered the most

extensive in the world. It is still the seat of the head 

of state. Prague Castle is also commonly referred to 

as Hradčany (Castle District).

The Castle District, part of which is Prague Castle 

itself, has been settled since time immemorial. 

It was established as the third and smallest of Prague’s 

towns at the beginning of the 14th century. In 1598 it 

was elevated to the status of royal town and in 1784 

integrated with the other Prague towns. The name 

is derived from the words ‘hrad’ (castle) and ‘grad’ 

(town). There are other municipalities of the same 

name in the Czech Republic. Prague’s Castle District 

is not large, yet owing to its unique position between 

Malá Strana (Lesser Town) and Petřín Hill.

Numerous magnificent palaces and other places of 

interest are concentrated here.  

On the western edge of the Castle District, Pohořelec, 

we can find the Strahov Monastery with its breathtaking 

view of the city and entrance into the Petřín Orchards. 

REGULAR SHUTTLE BUS
AIRPORT     CITY CENTRE

COMFORTABLE AND DIRECT
TRANSPORT FROM PRAGUE AIRPORT

TO THE CITY CENTRE OR BACK
Airport bus stop: T1 exit F, T2 exit E

LEAVES EVERY 30 MINUTES
ONE WAY TICKET 

ONLY 120,- CZK / PERSON

Bus stop - CITY CENTRE -
is in V CELNICI Street

• NEXT TO METRO LINE B •
&

• 40 METRES FROM NÁMĚSTÍ REPUBLIKY •

www.cedaz.cz
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After passing through a triangular square, we get to 

Prague’s largest Baroque palace – the Černín Palace, 

at the present time the seat of the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs. Opposite there is Loreta with its unforget-

table 17th century carillon and behind it the romantic 

Nový svět (New World) lane. Before reaching the 

monumental Prague Castle, we pass by the Town 

Hall and palaces on Hradčany Square – the Sternberg 

and Schwarzenberg palaces house National Gallery 

displays. 

The street leading to the Castle entrance ends in 

a ramp from where it is again possible to enjoy 

a stunning panorama of Prague. Next to it there is 

the entrance to gardens (the castle complex can 

be got round that way). It is also possible to get to 

the Palace Gardens through the freely accessible 

Na Valech Garden and continue as far as Malá Strana. 

Right by the ramp the New Castle Stairs begin too.

At the entrance to the Castle we pass by the guard 

of honour and at the first courtyard a fluttering flag 

indicates that the President of the Republic is present. 

We enter the second courtyard through the Baroque 

Matyáš Gate. There we can decide whether to visit 

the Picture Gallery, Chapel and other Castle interiors 

or head left for the Castle Garden with the Singing 

Fountain and the Renaissance Queen Anne Summer 

Palace. 

If we pass through to the third courtyard, we find our-

selves directly in front of the entrance to Saint Vitus 

Cathedral. The Chapel of the Holy Cross protects the 

Czech crown jewels and in the crypt there are tombs 

of Bohemian kings. A tourist information centre can 

be found on the right, a few metres from the entrance. 

In the courtyard stands a statue of Saint George with 

a dragon and a marble monolith. The buildings round-

ing off the courtyard belong to the Prague Archiepis-

copate. At the Old Royal Palace at the end of the court-

yard there is the exhibition Story of Prague Castle. 

If we leave the courtyard behind the Cathe-dral, we are 

just a few steps from the Saint George Convent with its 

Romanesque basilica. 

Located behind it is Golden Lane, the erstwhile home 

of artisans and alchemists of the Royal Court. The 

Prague Castle complex is rounded off by the Powder 

Tower. 

Also leading here, for another view of Prague, is the 

route through the southern gardens. By walking down 

the Old Castle Stairs, we reach the Malostranská metro 

station within a few minutes.

The sightseeing tour, thanks to walking downhill, is not 

physically demanding. The journey by tram 22 from 

Malostranská metro station to the Pohořelec stop takes 

about 15 minutes.
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Even though Mikuláš (Nicholas) is not a common first 

name in the Czech Republic, Saint Nicholas is a very 

popular character in our country. Numerous church-

es and chapels bear his name, and at the beginning 

of Advent we celebrate his name day. 

In the centre of Prague there are two outstanding 

Saint Nicholas churches. Largely shaping their present 

appearance was the famous baroque architect Kilián 

Ignác Diezenhofer. Saint Nicholas Church in the Old 

Town is the antipode of the Týn Cathedral and forms 

an interesting backdrop to the events held on Old 

Town Square. The adjacent ostentatious Pařížská třída 

(Paris Avenue) was originally called Nicholas Avenue.

The other, larger, Saint Nicholas Church is the main 

landmark of the Lesser Town. You can get to it by 

walking across the Charles Bridge or by tram from the 

Malostranská metro station. The surrounding narrow 

and cosy lanes make the monumental building with 

a green cupola and a view tower stand out. 

It is worth climbing the medieval stairs and savouring 

the view of the nearby historical monuments from 

above. 

The less busy medieval lanes in the Old Town and Less-

er Town are also perhaps the most impressive place for 

Saint Nicholas celebrations, traditionally taking place on 

the eve of his name day on 5 December. Come twilight, 

a trio of fairytale characters emerge – Saint Nicholas in 

a long cloak and bishop’s mitre, accompanied by the 

Angel and the Devil. They visit little children in families, 

bringing fruit and small presents, and ask whether they 

have been good. Naughty children should receive coal 

and potatoes yet, as a warning, perhaps every child 

finds something like that in their stocking. 

On this day you will encounter Saint Nicholas on trams, 

the metro, simply everywhere. However, the charm 

of this pre-Christmas tradition is multiplied amid the 

historical milieu of twinkling lanterns. Legend has it 

that many other mythical characters and spectres can 

be encountered here too. On Old Town Square, Saint 

Nicholases and their companions congregate under 

a giant illuminated Christmas tree.

Saint Nicholas

We encounter in Czech Christmas traditions a mix-

ture of ancient pagan customs, medieval recipes and 

later inspirations taken over from other countries. 

Advent is the period of preparations for Christmas, 

with the garland with four gradually lit candles being 

its main symbol. Christmas sweets are a must on any 

respectable table – the number of types traditionally 

baked in a family is about ten. And the smaller and 

more intricate, the better. Just before the holidays 

a Christmas cake is baked – the lady of the house twists 

plaits from yeast dough full of raisins and almonds and 

folds them over each other. 

Christmas Eve remains an extremely private holiday 

spent in the close family circle. According to an old 

custom, the table is laid for one person extra in case 

an unexpected guest appears. 

Czech Christmas 
and New Year’s 
table
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In most Czech households, people virtually fast dur-

ing the day so as to have the chance to see a golden 

piglet… The most traditional Christmas Eve dinner 

consists of potato salad and fried carp coated in flour, 

egg and breadcrumbs. A fish scale under the plate is 

supposed to bring luck. Fortunes are told from ap-

ples cut into half. “Kuba” is an old Czech dish served 

before midnight. It consists of pearl barley baked with 

smoked meat and mushrooms, with marjoram and gar-

lic used for flavouring. 

The other Christmas holidays – Christmas Day 

and St. Stephen’s Day – are, on the other hand, 

days for meeting and visiting relatives. The tradi-

tional dishes are roast goose or duck served with 

sauerkraut and potato dumplings. Everything that 

has been prepared is put on the table. Flowers, 

coniferous branches and dried fruit are used for 

decoration. 

Parting with the old and welcoming in the new is 

celebrated on 31 December (New Year’s Eve, or 

“Silvestr”). Friends and relatives get together, tables 

groan under the weight of various types of savoury 

snacks. 

Classical foods include open sandwiches garnished 

with egg, various salads and spreads. Champagne 

flows at midnight. 

The symbolic New Year’s Day dish is lentils with 

gammon. An old proverb has it that if you eat lentils 

on New Year’s Day you will have plenty of money 

throughout the year…

Stop off in Kouřim
Would you like to travel back in time, leaving behind 

the city’s chaotic present, its hustle and bustle?

 If so, then just stop off on the way to the town 

of Kutná Hora.

The past is ubiquitous at the Museum of Traditional 

Buildings near the town of Kouřim. Back in 1972, the 

first houses from a village later flooded by the dam on 

the Želivka river were installed there. Since that time, 

precious houses documenting the lives of people in 

the Czech lands have been gathered in the museum 

complex. Mainly moved here have been buildings 

threatened by destruction; even a small church is on 

display. Of interest are various items of old technical 

equipment, the interiors are furnished with original 

items. 

Every season the museum is the venue of folk festivals 

and a host of other events. Prepared for visitors this 

winter are Christmas exhibitions, Advent and Saint 

Nicholas gift-giving, specialities cooked according to 

old recipes, folk music and carol-singing. 

At the beginning of February the traditional Shrovetide 

Carnival will take place. In this milieu, the decorations 

and ancient Czech customs contribute to endearing 

a remarkable experience and truly unique fairytale 

atmosphere. 

We wish you a Merry 
Christmas and 

a Happy New Year 
2011!
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Permanent exhibitions:
Primeval and Historical Prague to 1784• 
Langweil’s Model of Prague, paper, 1826–1837• 
3D cinema - unique virtual flight over the Langweil • 
model of Prague

Open daily except Mondays 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.      
The main building: Praha 8 – Florenc, Na Poříčí 52
Metro line C/B – Florenc station

The City of Prague 

Museum

www.muzeumprahy.cz

PONEC

Husitská 24a, Prague 3
Common beginnings at 8 p. m.

www.divadloponec.cz

Venue for 
Contemporary Dance 
and Movement Theatre

17.—20.11.  
HoME Theater Profi le
Performance in Czech
and English

17.—18.11. 

Oidipus
(complexly)

19.—20.11.  

Little Man

www.alfredvedvore.cz

Inzerce 64x64.indd   1 20.10.2010   11:16:42
Výtažková azurováVýtažková purpurováVýtažková žlutáVýtažková erná
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LE SACRE 
DU PRINTEMPS

Petr Zuska's
five most recent choreographies.

1. symfonie D-dur
Music: Gustav Mahler
Déjà vu
Music: Fryderyk Chopin, 
Nicolo Paganini, Nino Rotta
Lyrical
Music: Ruthenian and Slovak
folk ballads – Vyšivanka Lada
Empty Title
Music: Tango, Elvis Costello,
Brodsky Kvartet
Le sacre du printemps
Music: Igor Stravinskij
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Czech premieres: 
11. a 12. 11.
2010 
in The National 
Theatre
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TOWER OF ST. NICHOLAS CHURCH • MIRROR 
LABYRINTH • LESSER TOWN BRIDGE TOWER • 

OLD TOWN BRIDGE TOWER • POWDER TOWER

COUPON VALID FOR 1 PERSON.

COUPON 
www.praguetowers.cz

DISCOUNT 
ON ADMISSION TO PRA GUE 
TOWERS AND MONUMENTS
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Staroměstské náměstí 20, Praha 1  
rezervace@bilykonicek.com  
phone: +420 221 421 160 
www.jazz-prague.com  

The Oldest Jazz & Blues 
Venue in the World

Restaurant • Jazz & Blues Club

All Day • Great Food
Cosy Atmosphere 
Live Concerts from 9 pm
Air-conditioned 12th Century 
Cellar on the Old Town Square

Tlustá Koala (The Fat Koala), a restaurant with a wide 
selection of draught beers, hot and cold food. 

Open every day until 2.00 a.m.

www.tlustakoala.cz tlustakoala@seznam.cz

Information centre, 

permanent display, 

exhibitions, interactive games 

and projections.

Open: We-Su 4–8 p.m. 

POPMUSEUM

Bělohorská 150, Praha 6  tram No.22 
tel.: +420 776 141 531-2, 605 369 286 
www.popmuseum.cz



 Fill up 
at Agip, 
collect 

points and 
obtain 

a bonus.

Charles University in Prague
Institute for Language and Preparatory Studies

UJOP, Vratislavova 10, 128 00 Praha 2, www.ujop.cuni.cz
fax: +420-224 990 440, e-mail: ujop@ujop.cuni.cz

• intensive courses of Czech as a foreign language in Prague
  from February 2011 - one-semester, six-week and evening 

Czech language courses, special courses, one-to-one courses, 
online courses, preparatory courses for university studies  

• preparatory courses for language exams
• standardized exams of Czech language for foreigners

Vodičkova 19, PRAHA 1

Visit our shop! Over 1000m² on
3 floors in center of Prague.

Vodičkova 19, PRAHA 1

tel.:+420 224 946 036
www.this-that.cz

Christmas 
opening hours

mo-su 08:30 - 20:30

Do
You
Speak
Czech?
No?

www.czechstepbystep.cz

 a wide selection 
of clothes, fashion 
accessories, shoes 

and household items 
from leading English 

designers.

Wenceslas Square 21, Prague 1
Open daily

www.debenhams.cz 
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You will see fairy-tale characters, an 

alchemist’s workshop, animate rocks, 

sprites and dungeons. 

Tourist Information Centre, Obroková 10, 669 01 Znojmo
Tel.: +420 515 22 25 52, Fax: +420 515 22 25 52, E-mail: tic@beseda.znojmo.cz

www.znojmo.eu

Mysterious Znojmo underground
En route between Prague 

and Vienna, in Znojmo 
a secret is hidden in the 

infi nite labyrinth 
of underground corridors

Welcome to this city of one 

hundred thousand in North 

Bohemia, a city which lies in 

the basin enclosed by the 

Jizera Mountains and the 

Ještěd Mountain Ridge.

� ZOO
� Botanical Gardens 
� Centrum Babylon 
� TV tower Ještěd

LIBEREC

Sights:

www.liberec.cz

PILSNER URQUELL
BREWERY TOURS
Visit the Original
Discover the authentic places where 
the famous Pilsner Urquell beer has 
been brewed since 1842 and taste 
this special beer drawn directly 
from oak lager barrels in historical 
brewery cellars.

Only 1 hour from Prague.
Opened daily.
U Prazdroje 7, Plzeň,
Tel: +420 377 062 888
E-mail: visits@pilsner.sabmiller.com

www.prazdrojvisit.cz www.czechcentres.cz

Czech Centres promote the Czech Republic 
through culture, tourism and trade

CZECH REPUBLIC
CZECH CENTRE PRAGUE

 Argentina
Junín 1461
1113 Buenos Aires 

 Austria
Herrengasse 17
1010 Wien

 Belgium
60, rue du Trône
1050 Bruxelles

 Bulgaria
Rakovski 100
1000 Sofia

 Czech Republic
Rytířská 31
110 00 Praha 1

 France
18, rue Bonaparte
75006 Paris

 Germany
Friedrichstrasse 206
D-10969 Berlin

Prinzregentenstrasse 7
D-805 38 Műnchen

Martin-Luther-Platz 28
402 12 Dűsseldorf

 Great Britain
13 Harley Street
London W1G 9QG

 Hungary
Szegfü u.4.
1063 Budapest VI.

 Italy
Via Morgagni 20
20 125 Miláno

 Izrael
Zeitlin Street 23
61 664 Tel Aviv 

 Japan
Hiroo 2-16-14
Shibuya-ku
Tokyo-to 150-0012

 Netherlands
Paleisstraat 4
2514 JA Den Haag

 Poland
Al. Róż 16
00-556 Warszawa

 Romania
Strada Ion Ghica 11
Sector 3
030045 Bucuresti

 Russia
Czech Centre – 
Czech House
Julia Fucika 12–14
123056 Moscow 

3. Tverskaya-Yamskaya
ul. 36/40
125047 Moscow

 Slovakia
Hviezdoslavovo nám. 8
P.O.Box 348
814 99 Bratislava

Rázusova 13
042 40 Košice

 Spain
Avd. Pío XII. 22–24
28016 Madrid

 Sweden
Villagatan 21 
Box 26156
100 41 Stockholm

 Ukraine
Kostjantynivska 1, 19
04071 Kyjev

 USA
321 East 73rd Street
New York, NY 10021

CZECH CENTRES IN THE WORLD

Stunningly Different

www.czechtourism.com

Czech Republic     

0013378_StunninglyDifferent-64x64_podzim.indd   1 15.10.2010   9:35:49
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One of the oldest monasteries in our country is located

in West Bohemia. The Benedictine Monastery in 

Kladruby was founded in 1115 by Prince Vladislav I, 

whose grave can be found in the local Our Lady of 

the Assumption church. The monastery was once one 

of the most powerful in the land, acquiring immense 

wealth and many privileges. It hosted various rulers, 

yet was also the subject of power struggles. 

In 1393 the later to be canonised Jan Nepomucký (John 

of Nepomuk), the vicargeneral of the Archbishop of 

Prague, appointed too hastily a new abbot of Kladruby, 

which became one of the reasons for the prosecution, 

torture and death of the Czech saint. During the Hus-

site wars the monastery lost part of its property, later 

on was devastated, and its destruction was completed 

by a fire in 1590. 

At the beginning of the 18th century the celebrated 

architect Santini converted the central Romanesque ba-

silica into a church. The Baroque convent built according 

to K.I. Dietzenhofer’s design was completed in 1770, 

but just 15 years later the monastery was closed down.

Kladruby
Monastery

The building comprised a military hospital and a disa-

bled soldiers’ hostel, it was used for commercial and 

residential purposes, and even as a brewery. 

The National Institute for Monument Protection has 

been gradually reconstructing the monastery. 

Nevertheless, the complex offers its visitors an abun-

dant cultural programme and from April to October 

two sightseeing tours. 

Jan Nepomucký (John of Nepomuk) was born in the 

small town of Pomuk (today Nepomuk), south-west 

Bohemia. He studied at Charles University in Prague 

and the University of Padua, Italy. He was appointed 

vicar-general of the Czech King Wenceslas IV yet 

became embroiled in conflict with him, which culmi-

nated in the election of a new abbot of the Kladruby 

Monastery. According to other versions, Jan, who 

was the Queen’s confessor, was unwilling to reveal 

her confessional secrets to the King and, in addition, 

he organised a pogrom in Prague’s Jewish town. 

The King, however, undoubtedly participated in Jan’s 

death. He was tortured and thrown half-dead from 

the Charles Bridge into the Vltava (from the place 

where today the Baroque Nepomucký statue stands). 

Later on, his body was recovered and buried. Since 

the 18th century Jan Nepomucký’s grave has been in 

St Vitus Cathedral at Prague Castle. 

He is depicted with stars and a cross, symbolises reti-

cence and protects against floods. Jan Nepomucký is 

one of the most popular Czech saints and patrons. 

Jan Nepomucký
(circa 1345 – 93)
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13.- 14.11 Saint Martin Open Cellars Festival – an unmissable event for all wine-lovers 

in the Moravian Slovakia region – the towns of Kyjov, Bzenec and environs. Moravia.

  www.wineofczechrepublic.cz 

16. – 28.11. Janáček’s Brno, the 2nd international music festival in homage to the celebrated composer 

Leoš Janáček will be taking place in Brno.                                                  www.janacek-brno.cz 

19.- 21.11.  The 44th Slaný Jazz Days will be taking place in the Central Bohemian town of Slaný, 

the traditional venue for annual concerts of jazz ensembles from the Czech Republic and abroad. 

     www.jazzclubslany.cz

19.11. – 15.5.11  Glass Christmas decorations – an exhibition of historical and modern Christmas decorations 

at the Museum of Glass and Jewellery, Jablonec nad Nisou.                    www.msb-jablonec.cz 

28.11. – 6.1.11 Advent and Christmas in Český Krumlov – a bountiful cultural programme, 

together with a Christmas market, in one of the Czech Republic’s most beautiful towns (UNESCO-listed). 

 www.ckrumlov.info     

3. – 5.12.  Commemoration of the Battle of Austerlitz marking the 205th anniversary 

of the Battle of the Three Emperors. A re-enactment of the battle on the actual site of the battlefield. 

South Moravia. www.austerlitz.org

9.1.  Patria Direct Jizerská 50 – the largest cross-country ski race with the participation of both professionals 

and the general public. www.jiz50.cz  

13. – 16.1. Regiontour – the tourism trade fair at the Exhibition Grounds in Brno 

showcases tourism opportunities in the Czech Republic, as well as in neighbouring countries. www.bvv.cz 

The Czech Republic 

has the area of 78,864 square kilometres. 

It borders Slovakia, Austria, Germany and Poland. 

The highest mountain is Sněžka (1,604 m), 

the longest river the Vltava (434 km). 

Approximately three-quarters of the Czech Republic’s 

10.3 million inhabitants live in towns and cities. 

Since May 2004 the Czech Republic has been a mem-

ber of the European Union, and in December 2007 

it became part of the Schengen zone. 

There are twelve Czech listed UNESCO World Heritage 

sites: Prague, Brno, Olomouc, Kroměříž, Třebíč, 

Žďár nad Sázavou, Kutná Hora, Telč, Litomyšl, Český 

Krumlov, Holašovice and the Lednice-Valtice complex.

www.czechtourism.com
official www site of the Czech Republic
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We recommend:
◗ Do not change money in the street with strangers, 

use banks, hotels and money exchange offices.

The currency is one crown (CZK, Kč). For one US dollar 

you will receive at the present time approximately 

CZK 18, for one Euro approximately CZK 24. 

Most hotels, large stores and restaurants accept inter-

national credit cards.

Holidays:

January 1, Easter Monday, May 1 and 8, July 5 and 6, 

September 28, October 28, November 17, 

December 24 - 26 (days with Sunday operating hours).

Prague has approximately 1.3 million inhabitants and 

covers an area of almost 500 square kilometres. 

It originated around 1000 A.D. and for many years 

remained a group of independent villages. 

Under the rule of Charles IV (14th century) medieval 

Prague experienced its greatest development. 

At the turn of the 16th and 17th centuries the city 

gained further renown owing to Emperor Rudolf II. 

Between 1918 and 1992 Prague was the capital city 

of Czechoslovakia and since January 1993 has been 

the capital of the independent Czech Republic. 

Prague Castle, the world’s largest castle complex still 

in operation, is the residence of the Czech President. 

Prague has always been a crossroads of Central Euro-

pean history. The city affords to its visitors a singular 

atmosphere, a cocktail of historical, cultural, religious 

and national influences. 

SOS 

112

Police

158

Fire Department 

150

Quick first aid

155
 

Health care, reinboursement

www.cmu.cz 
 

Dental emergency

222 924 268 
 

Foreign embassies

www.mzv.cz

International telephone numbers

1181 

Local telephone numbers

1180 

General Information

224 224 224, 221 714 444

Cultural events

www.praguewelcome.cz

www.kudyznudy.cz/en 

The main post office

Hlavní pošta - open daily from 2 am to midnight, is just 

off Wenceslas Square, Jindřišská 14, Prague 1. 

Connection: metro A, B – Můstek, trams 3, 9, 14, 24.

Most shops and services 

are open on working days from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., banks 

from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. In the centre of Prague and 

in shopping centres, stores are usually open 7 days 

a week.

Shopping centres next to the metro stations: Flora (A), 

Zličín (B), Anděl (B), Náměstí Republiky(B), Vysočanská 

(B), Pankrác (C), Budějovická (C), Chodov (C).

We recommend: 
◗ The most popular souvenirs are Czech amber, 

cut glass, traditional Czech liquors, spa wafers and 

traditional folk art.

◗ The price of a restaurant meal is around CZK 150, 

drinks around CZK 30.

◗ Entrance to cultural events ranges from CZK 200 

to 1000.



CZK   26

CZK 100*

CZK   50

CZK 330*

CZK 500*

CZK 13

CZK 50*

CZK 25

75 min

24 hours

3 days

5 days

Airport Express (AE)  
Letiště Ruzyně – Hlavní nádraží       

tr
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Time

Current prices for selected ticket types

Persons up to 

15 years

Persons  over 

15 years

* valid only within the Prague city limits

The main quay for boat transport is on Rašínovo 

nábřeží (Rašín embankment) by Palackého náměstí 

(metro station Karlovo náměstí - B). 

It enriches travel possibilities in the city centre; from 

April to October boats can take you to, for example, 

Prague Zoo and Slapská přehrada (Slapy Dam). 

Country code for the Czech Republic

+420
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transportation

We recommend:
◗ The stop closest to Prague Castle - tram #22.

◗ You can reach the Charles Bridge from 

the Malostranská metro station (A).

◗ The Municipal House and the Powder Tower are 

nearest to the Náměstí Republiky metro station (B).

◗ Old Town Square is accessible from the metro 

stations Staroměstská (A) and Můstek (A, B).

◗ The National Theatre is not far from the Národní 

třída metro station (B).

◗  The nearest metro station to the Dancing House 

is Karlovo náměstí (B); trams 17 and 21, Jiráskovo 

náměstí stop.

◗ You can reach the Petřín hill viewing tower by 

funicular from the Újezd tram stop (#6, 9, 12, 20, 22).

◗ The television tower is a short walk from the Jiřího 

z Poděbrad metro station (A).

◗  To get to Prokopské údolí (Prokop Valley), 

get off at the metro station Jinonice (B) or tram stop 

Geologická (12, 14, 20).

◗  Access to Hostivařská přehrada (Hostivař Dam) is 

from the terminus of metro C – Háje.

◗  Krčský les (Krč Forest) starts directly by the metro 

station Roztyly (C).

◗ You can reach the airport by bus #100, 119, 179, 225, 

254, AE (see map on the rear).

Public transport is well-organised and extensive. 

Its basis is the Prague metro. Trams complete the trans-

port network in the centre, connecting it with outlying 

areas.  City buses can be used primarily outside the cen-

tre and in Prague’s immediate surroundings. The entire 

system is completed by city train transport. 

Tickets can be purchased at metro stations, newspa-

per stands, from vending machines at stops and other 

locations. Tickets are valid from the moment they are

stamped for the amount of time indicated on the ticket.

Transportation information

296 19 18 17

www.dpp.cz

Transportation connections (train, bus)

www.jizdnirady.cz

Your connection across Europe (bus)

www.eurolines.cz

24-hour assistance for tourist 

emergencies - ÚAMK

1230

www.uamk.cz

Flight arrivals and departures

220 113 314

www.prg.aero

Automobile transportation in Prague is limited due 

to the hilly terrain, the medieval character of the centre 

and dense traffic. Parking opportunities in the centre 

are limited and cost money. We recommend using 

the P+R car parks along the routes entering Prague, 

located at metro stations (see map). 

Taxi services are regularly available, we recommend 

calling a taxi using radio dispatching and getting 

an estimate before entering the car. The prices are, 

on average, CZK 30 per kilometre and the price from 

the airport to the main bus or train station or a hotel 

in the city centre should not be higher than CZK 700. 

For longer trips, it is easy to rent a car.



Owing to the ongoing construction works in Letná, the public transport 

connections as depicted on the map 

will probably change. 

Please read the information at stops 

or call the info line 800 19 18 17.
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•  Airport Ruzyně
• Prague City Hall, Jungmannova 29

metro stations: 
• Muzeum • Anděl 
• Nádraží Holešovice
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• Rytířská 31
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Transportation map Daily operation, October 2010 

Kiss & Ride

Park & Ride

Parking:Metro Railway station

Funicular

Airport Express bus

Tram routes Bus routes
in the direction 
of the map

Occasional 
terminus

Tram route out of order

Owing to the ongoing construction 

works, the public transport 

connections as depicted on the map 

will probably change. 

Please read the information at stops 

or call the info line 296 19 18 17.


